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Libre’s Law 

In August 2017, Governor Tom Wolf signed Libre’s Law, paving the way for Pennsylvania to be the most 

improved state in the country for animal protection. The new law includes improvements to tethering 

conditions for outside dogs, adds protection for horses, increases penalties for animal abuse, requires 

convicted abusers to forfeit animals, and grants civil immunity for veterinarians and veterinary 

technicians. 

Complete law: https://www.animallaw.info/statute/pa-cruelty-consolidated-cruelty-statutes#s5532 

The Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement does not oversee or have jurisdiction over animal cruelty. PA dog 

wardens receive humane officer training, which provides them with knowledge about what to look for in 

kennels and other situations where animal cruelty may be present. If a warden suspects cruelty, they will 

refer the case to a humane society police officer or police officer for official investigation. 

 If you suspect animal abuse and would like to report it, you should contact your local humane society 

police officer or local police station. In the absence of local police, contact the Pennsylvania State Police. 

 

§ 5532. Neglect of animal 

(a) Offense defined.--A person commits an offense if the person fails to provide for the basic needs of 

each animal to which the person has a duty of care, whether belonging to himself or otherwise, including 

any of the following: 

(1) Necessary sustenance and potable water. 

(2) Access to clean and sanitary shelter and protection from the weather. The shelter must be sufficient to 

permit the animal to retain body heat and keep the animal dry. 

(3) Necessary veterinary care. 

(b) Grading.-- 

(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a violation of this section is a summary offense. 

(2) If the violation causes bodily injury to the animal or places the animal at imminent risk of serious 

bodily injury, a violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

Credits 

2017, June 28, P.L. 215, No. 10, § 4, effective in 60 days [Aug. 28, 2017]. Amended 2018, Oct. 24, P.L. 

685, No. 104, § 2, effective in 60 days [Dec. 24, 2018]. 

 

 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-celebrates-landmark-animal-protection-legislation-becoming-law-today/
http://www.pda.state.pa.us/BAHDS/HSPO/HSPOSearch.aspx
http://www.pda.state.pa.us/BAHDS/HSPO/HSPOSearch.aspx
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 § 5533. Cruelty to animal 

(a) Offense defined.--A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly 

illtreats, overloads, beats, abandons or abuses an animal. 

(b) Grading.-- 

(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a violation of this section is a summary offense. 

(2) If the violation causes bodily injury to the animal or places the animal at imminent risk of serious 

bodily injury, a violation of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Credits 

2017, June 28, P.L. 215, No. 10, § 4, effective in 60 days [Aug. 28, 2017]. 

§ 5534. Aggravated cruelty to animal 

(a) Offense defined.--A person commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly does any of 

the following: 

(1) Tortures an animal. 

(2) Violates section 5532 (relating to neglect of animal) or 5533 (relating to cruelty to animal) causing 

serious bodily injury to the animal or the death of the animal. 

(b) Grading.--A violation of this section is a felony of the third degree. 

Credits 

2017, June 28, P.L. 215, No. 10, § 4, effective in 60 days [Aug. 28, 2017]. 

§ 5554. Forfeiture  

(a) General rule.--Except as provided under subsection (b), in addition to any other penalty provided by 

law, the authority imposing sentence upon a conviction for a violation of this subchapter may order the 

forfeiture or surrender of an abused or neglected animal of the defendant to a society or association for the 

prevention of cruelty to animals duly incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth. 

(b) Forfeiture required for felony offense.--If the conviction under this subchapter is for an offense graded 

as a felony, the authority imposing sentence shall order forfeiture or surrender of an abused or neglected 

animal of the defendant to a society or association for the prevention of cruelty to animals duly 

incorporated under the laws of this Commonwealth.  

Credits 

2017, June 28, P.L. 215, No. 10, § 4, effective in 60 days [Aug. 28, 2017]. 
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§ 5555. Prohibition of ownership 

Notwithstanding any provision of law and in addition to any other penalty provided by law, the authority 

imposing sentence upon a conviction for a violation of this subchapter may order the prohibition or 

limitation of the defendant's ownership, possession, control or custody of animals or employment with the 

care of animals for a period of time not to exceed the statutory maximum term of imprisonment applicable 

to the offense for which sentence is being imposed. A humane society police officer, law enforcement 

officer or State dog warden shall have authority to ensure compliance with this section and may notify the 

local district attorney who may petition the court to remove animals kept in violation of this section. 

Credits 

2017, June 28, P.L. 215, No. 10, § 4, effective in 60 days [Aug. 28, 2017]. 

 


